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Foreign Department 43 

But Parliament passed, instead, the act supported by all the pioneer 
organizations of British nurses, and gave the college only its propor- 
tionate share of power on the General Nursing Council instead of the 
whole. The question now is, should the college pay over to the state 
those various guineas, paid in by nurses as registration fees, or must 
nurses pay them a second time in order to save the college from finan- 
cial embarrassment? 

Another odd thing, in our eyes, is the part taken by the college 
in collecting the "Nation's Fund for Nurses," which is partly a col- 
lege endowment fund and partly a sick benefit fund. Many features 
of the appeal made for these funds were extremely objectionable, and 
seem to us to detract from the dignity of an educational institution. 



PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING IN ITALY 

The three courses in Public Health Nursing established by the American Red 
Cross Tuberculosis Commission in Italy are meeting with well deserved success. 
When the American nurses were withdrawn in January, people prophesied that 
the courses might be closed, but the carefully selected and organized Italian com- 
mittees have proved themselves more than able to meet any emergencies and the 
shorter courses in Rome and Florence are both to be repeated. A new course is 
being opened this month in Milan by the Italian Director of the Rome course, and 
the more ambitious ten months' course which was being offered in Genoa closes 
this October. Letters from Italy tell us that the graduates of all three courses 
are in such demand that there are constantly more positions than candidates. The 
nurses who saw the hardships of the primitive life in the southern part of the 
peninsula will be interested in knowing that one nurse has been placed in Calabria, 
three in Sicily, and more will be sent south as soon as they have completed the 
special training. 

Some Italian students will be brought to America within the next year to 
see how our public health nursing is done. The scholarships permitting them to 
do this have been secured through Dr. William Charles White of Pittsburgh, the 
Director of the American Red Cross Tuberculosis Commission to Italy. 



